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ohn and Agnes Agar purchased what is now Gull Point on
December 2, 1896. Initial access was by water and a trail
coming north out of Bartlett Carry through Wetherill’s

Clearing on the Bucknell Estate. Little is known of the beginnings
of Camp Gricoq, but it is the name given to John Agar’s estate on
Gull Point that was built around 1900.

In 1939 George Packard, Jr. purchased Camp Gricoq and the
surrounding 106 acres. For the next 15 years the Packard family
owned the camp and during that time George Packard kept a
journal of their time spent on Gull Point. I was fortunate enough to
come across the journal and two photo albums quite by accident
after inviting Anita Montgomery (Jr.) for lunch a number of years
ago. She was the daughter of George and Anita Packard and spent
her summers growing up at Camp Gricoq.

The Journal captures life on the lake from 1939 to 1954, where
many of the families knew each other well. A number of those
families are still here. It also captures the excitement that many of
us have experienced when we first purchased our camps.

George Packard kept a meticulous 98 pages of their family’s
experiences, including how they got here form Villa Nova, Pa.,

what they did, where they went, who visited (including having his
guests sign the Journal including notes and poems), where they
hunted, and what the weather was like. He also shared his thoughts
on the upcoming World War.

It is especially interesting for Chris and me because our camp is
one of the original buildings (Servant’s Quarters), where he
discusses letting the building fall into disrepair and tearing it
down. Fortunately he did not.

I have included the entries for 1939 and excerpted some
additional entries. I attempted to translate the Journal into a word
document verbatim from his (and guests) handwriting. In some
places Chris and I had to guess what was written.

My sincere thanks to the descendants of the Packard Family in
allowing this to be published. To read the complete Journal go to
https://uppersaranac.com/index.php?section=favorite-things.

Camp Gricoq
Upper Saranac Lake
Franklin Co,
N.Y.

ACP Jr. Mailboat approaching

By Jim Crane

https://uppersaranac.com/index.php?section=favorite-things
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President’s Letter
Larry Koch

Dear Members:
The ice went out on time in early April so summer is almost here! Well….maybe. But

the rest of April seemed like a mess. Snow so heavy it created a blanket over trees, houses
and utility wires, knocking out power for many several times. All that moisture can’t be
good for black fly season either. TOUGH! The golf course is opening, boat yards are busy
getting boats out of storage, and caretakers are cleaning up camps, so let’s get going! I
think we are all really looking forward to a more open, busy, fun filled summer on the lake.

It’s been a busy winter for the association board members. The updated website now
allows for online membership renewal and better, self-management of your personal
information. If you have not already done so, please visit www.uppersaranac.com and
renew your membership for 2022. It’s easy, quick and will greatly help the association cut
down on the volunteer work of chasing checks, forms and data input.

In addition tomembership renewal and pay by credit card/PayPal, you will soon be able
to sign up for Cultural Affairs events via the website once you are logged in. This will
simplify enrollment; no more phone calls and/or phone messages or emails that seem to
go nowhere. The Cultural Affairs Committee has developed a great set of activities this
summer as noted elsewhere in this Mailboat so you will definitely want to log in and sign
up at www.uppersaranac.com.

After many years, the association has done a review of its insurance policies. We have
two policies. One known as Directors and Officers Insurance (D&O) and the other a fairly
comprehensive Commercial liability policy that covers things as diverse as Cultural
Affairs events, a volunteer’s form of workman’s compensation, damage to rented spaces
and even volunteers’ auto claims when driving for official association business. I was not
anticipating the association presidency included a lesson on commercial liability
insurance, but I got one anyway. All has turned out well but we will need, for the first time,
to complete some typical waiver forms for certain events. Please be sure you follow waiver
requirements when requested at sign up online, typically for activities that include
physical exertion such as this year’s yoga class or this summer’s Eagle Island tour.

Lastly, as previously announced, the two membership meetings this summer will be
held on July 9 and August 13. Even better, the Wild Center will be open so we have
reserved the auditorium for our two meetings. So schedule in the meetings for education,
fun and comradery.

Yes, summer’s already beginning to feel more normal again!

Best wishes
Larry Koch
President

Upper Saranac Lake Night
at the Wild Center

The USLA and the Wild Center are delighted to invite you to our 10th Upper Saranac
Lake Night at the Wild center. This has not occurred for the past two years, so we are
particularly glad to be able to hold it again.

Thursday, July 21, 2022, from 5- 7:30 PM
Wild Center Tent

The event will include a cookout, an update of what's happening, what's changed and
what's planned for the Wild Center, and the opportunity to visit the Museum indoors,
Wild Walk, Forest Music, Pines Wild Play Area and Stickwork.

The USLA Night at the Wild Center is free to all current USLA members and their
families and their visitors. A fee of $17, payable at registration, will be charged to all other
Upper Saranac Lake residents and visitor attendees who are not USLAmembers. To ensure
that safe distancing is possible, attendance will be limited. Advance registration is
required. Information will be sent in the first summer USLA enewsletter in June.

We are excited to once again invite you to this enjoyable and exciting family evening! If
you have any questions, please contact Ruth at 518-359-7800 X129 or email
rburnell@wildcenter.org

https://www.uppersaranac.com
https://www.uppersaranac.com
mailto:usla@uppersaranac.com
mailto:usla@uppersaranac.com
https://www.facebook.com/UpperSaranac
https://www.uppersaranac.com
https://www.uppersaranac.com
mailto:rburnell@wildcenter.org
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Although we had heard that the property was offered for sale at
low cost during the summer of 1938, when we made only a casual
inspection, it was not until June 1939 that a real interest developed
in Camp Gricoq.

On the latter date, H.C. and GRP Jr were at the Inn for the
purpose of preparing Hohioken for summer occupancy and quite
incidentally were taken down the lake to look at Gull Point.

From that time on our interest grew inversely with the selling
price, leading ultimately to a down payment on September 2nd,
1939 and final payment with transfer of title on October 2nd.

The Camp was bought from the widow of the late John G. Agar
who had bought the property from various interests participating
in an old grant, about 1895. The buildings as standing were built by
Mr. Agar for the most part at about that time.

H.C. and GRP Jr. came up for one day early in November 1939
– ( ) to look things over and arrange for winter care by William
Plumley who was to watch both Gricoq & Hohioken – remove
snow and fill ice houses.

H.C. and GRP Jr. next came up on May 1st 1940 just for a day to
review plans for certain improvements with Matt Otis.

It had been decided that the property would ultimately be

divided between the Churches and the Packards – the latter taking
over the part of the property where the main camp is located and
the Churches the easterly half including the location where the
caretakers house stood.

In addition to painting the main camp building and making
certain minor repairs, work was immediately started in moving the
former guide- boat house back from shore, and creating out of it a
well- insulated all-season house with heating system and
independent water. The Churches withheld decision on what they
would ultimately do to their property and decided to start the
summer by occupying as a family the winter house until quarters
of their own were completed.

A.C.P. & GRP Jr came up June 2nd & 3rd, staying at Hohioken and
worked hard both days at Gricoq for summer arrangements.

The number of things needed for family summer occupancy and
the probable repairs confronting us were somewhat disquieting.
But it was only necessary to glance at the camp on that fine sunny
June day with the knowledge that it belonged to us to realize that

the pleasure which it held in store would finally far outweigh all
difficulties. Had we known the year before of all the developments
of European war we should probably not have gone on with our
plans. Now, no one can forsee the future and we can only hope that
Gricoq and the ability of our family to use it will survive the
universally destructive forces which seem to be progressing at the
moment to all corners of the earth.

If days of peace and happiness return, there can be little doubt
that Gricoq stands ready to offer us all a full measure of that
tranquility and pleasure to which were dedicated first
“Hassonowanda”, then “Inthewa”, and then “Hohioken” by their
owners on behalf of those of us who are now attempting to provide
the same happiness for our children.

Some additional excerpted entries
September 5th 1941
We close up with the usual feeling of depression. Gricoq has

supplied everything that any of us could have hoped for and we leave
it with complete thankfulness. The future grows more and more
uncertain but we have stored things and put them out of harms way
in the usual spirit of hope that we shall find them ready at hand for
another season.

Wed., Sept. 9th, 1942
I am closing up the Winter House to-day & going out with the

Churches this P.M. in Will’s car & down by train to night. The
pouring rain adds to a general feeling of depression on account of the
uncertainty of the future. We had a glorious two weeks here. May it
not be too long before we will return to Gricoq.

1943
Camp unoccupied

Oct 21st, 1944
Ben and Herb and I walked up to the Narrows Hill on Sat. P.M.

Oct. 21st . It was pouring rain and Ben and I decided to still hunt that
section. The deer season had opened the day before, I shot a small
buck on the way home. He had no horns and hence was illegal but he
tasted mighty good.

Continued from page 1

Unloading Supplies from the Mailboat

Anita Montgomery (ACP Jr)
Diving from the launch House

https://www.uppersaranac.com
https://www.uppersaranac.com
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I knew nothing about building a wooden boat when I started
building the Please, a 16 ft plank and batten, mahogany, split-
cockpit inboard. In 1963 my parents had moved from the Main
Line of Philadelphia to a small gentleman’s farm in Chester County,
which was ninety plus percent rural. Its biggest town and county
seat was West Chester. It’s second largest was Phoenixville, a steel
town about six miles from where we lived. Living, at least when not
locked up at Groton School, on a farm was for me like becoming a
dragon fly after being a nymph (dragonfly larva). Adventure was
everywhere. The possibilities were endless; just as the chores were
that my father paid me $0.80 an hour to do.

I had taken some shop first at
Episcopal Academy and then at
Groton, and I was fairly good at it, so
my father was getting a real deal for
$0.80 an hour. I fixed shutters, built a
masonry wall (about which I started
out knowing nothing), spackled and
painted, made a dog house, leveled
slab steps, you name it. By the time I
started building the inboard in 1966,
my head was swollen with self-
confidence. In truth, it was ignorance
that allowed me to venture where
wiser minds would have stayed away.

Of course, the internet and YouTube
did not exist in 1966, nor did the
Antique and Classic Boat Society, but
the plans did comewith a booklet titled,
“How to Build a Boat.” I memorized
that little booklet. Unfortunately it was
a little too short. I enlisted two friends, who were as ignorant as I, to
help.We cut out the frames from red oak, riveted them together using
bronze welding rod and a ballpen hammer, and assembled them on a
one foot high platform which we built for that purpose. The good
news was the frames all aligned but one, and that was easily fixed.The
bad news is Phoenixville Lumber didn’t sell white oak or white ash,
which are the two species the booklet suggested for the frames. I was
ignorant of the difference as was the salesman at Phoenixville. White
oak and ash do not split easily. Red oak does.

I was confident that I would finish the boat in the summer of
1966 and take it to the Adirondacks, and my two friends and I
would enjoy waterskiing behind it. I bought a “rebuilt” 1956
Oldsmobile engine and a marine conversion kit. The stock Olds
engine boasted 230 horsepower at 4400 rpms. Of course, the young
man (he was 18 like me) who sold it to me said he was building it
for racing. I told him I didn’t think I needed that much power.Then
he made up stories about being robbed (maybe they were true), but
I ended up paying too much money for this “rebuilt” engine. When
the conversion kit finally arrived, it weighed close to two hundred
pounds, and the Olds engine weighted close to 700 pounds.

As ignorant of boats as I was, I decided to ask someone who really
knew about boats. I calledCharlie Keough long distance. Charlie was
delighted to hear about my project, but when I told him about the
Olds engine.... He told me it could rip the bottom out of the boat. He
had done it himself. He also said it was too heavy as well as too
powerful. The plans called for 40 to 60 horsepower.

I was out of money and out of time, but my friends and i had
managed to install the bottom and the sides of the future inboard.
I sent back the conversion kit. A few years later I put the Olds
engine into a ‘55 Olds. The original engine, we were replacing, and
had 130,000 miles and ran better than the “rebuilt” engine I had
bought for the boat.

I studied the weights and horsepowers of engines that I could
afford, which were used engines from the late fifties, and finally
ordered a small block ‘57 Chevy with a two-barrel carburetor from
J.C. Whitney and had it shipped to Major Dawson, Lake Clear
Junction via Railway Express.

Major let it sit in the warehouse,
which still stands on the right side of
the road to Charlie’s Inn off Rte. 30. In
the summer of 1967, my oldest
brother, one of the friends who helped
build the hull, Major and I picked it up
in Major’s old “Relic,” a Willy’s Jeep
pickup from the early fifties.

In 1967, Major was in his mid to
late seventies, but he still drove a safe
23 miles an hour keeping the center
line carefully centered between the
wheels of the Relic. My brother and
my friend rode in the back. I rode up
front with Major. On the way back to
camp coming around the long, blind,
S-curve on Rte 30 around Spring
Pond and Green Pond, Major edged
further into the oncoming lane, and
we just prayed we didn’t meet another

vehicle coming the other direction. We didn’t.
Somehow during the summer of 1967 and during breaks from

Washington and Lee, I managed to install themotor and drive train
and make a rudimentary front seat and some floors. The boat had
deck frames, but it was not decked. The hull was varnished and the
bottom painted. I spent six weeks in the simmer of 1968 in
Frankfurt, Germany working for Degussa Gold and Silver
Refinery. I came home early to see my oldest brother before he left
for Vietnam, and then I trailered the boat to Upper Saranac for a
trial run. Bud Brownell, who was still running the Upper Saranac
LakeYacht Club, came over to help me start the engine before we
put it in the water.

I realized during the course of that day just how little I knew
about engines, electronics, and power boats in general. Luck
overcame ignorance. The engine finally started and ran smoothly,
thanks entirely to Bud’s knowledge. In my defense, I have
accomplished this task without help on five engines since.

In 1968, the boat ramp in Back Bay consisted of a series of
connected steel plates with holes and abrasions for traction. My
father, Bud and I looked at it. Bud voted to use it. My father thought
we should launch it at Ed Ladewig’s beach, a couple of camps down
from us. Ed was delighted, and we successfully launched the Please
for its trials. Like the Titanic, it passed the trials although it
shouldn’t have. The only thing we learned that day was we needed
a propeller with a lot more pitch. The engine was not designed to
turn 6,000 RPMs.

Please, 1972

Still Obsessed at Age 18
By Will Biddle

Continued on page 10

https://www.uppersaranac.com
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The USLA Scholarship Fund is hosting its Third Annual
Summer Golf Tournament at the Saranac Inn Golf and Country
Club on July 25, 2022. This tournament supports the annual
scholarships that are awarded in honor of Chip Harrison to
deserving seniors at both Saranac Lake and Tupper Lake Central
Schools. Teams of 4 golfers compete in a scramble format for prizes
in men’s, ladies and mixed divisions.

There is also an opportunity to be a sponsor for the tournament.
Hole sponsorships are $100. Sponsors will have a sign located on a
hole during the tournament and will be recognized in the
Adirondack Daily Enterprise. Many lake residents and camps
sponsored our last tournament.

More information can be obtained by emailing
uslascholarships@gmail.com or by calling 518-332-6329.

Third Annual
Scholarship Fund Golf
Tournament

The Apple Tree Gang will challenge the Saranac Inn Golf Course
again in 2022. Started almost 20 years ago, the Apple Tree Gang is
a group of guys who enjoy the friendly competition of playing a
wonderful golf course each Monday from mid-June to Labor Day
weekend. The gang runs a summer long golf contest with an
annual fun trophy and rotates the group leader called the Grand
Marshall among members almost each year. On Thursdays, the
gang frequently travels to other Adirondack area courses for new
challenges.

The Saranac Inn Golf and Country Club course is a fun course
from start to finish. It just may be the best golf you ever play.
Steeped in history, blanketed in tradition, Saranac Inn has been
true to designer Seymour’s Dunn’s original 1905 plan to offer
guests a fun round of golf. Several years ago, Golf Digest ranked it
as one of four U.S. courses that are over a century old that received
four and a half stars.

So if you enjoy a lot of fresh air and beautiful views while playing
golf, come join the Apple Tree Gang on Monday mornings at 10:00
AM this summer. Just show up ready to play a round – the gang has
a very diverse group of handicappers. While the gang consists of
many Upper Saranac Lake Association members, we welcome
players from other local areas too. In fact, this year’s Grand
Marshall hails from Rainbow Lake. Meet Joe and the gang this
summer at the Saranac Inn Golf and Country Club, 125 County
Route 46 in Saranac Inn.

Note: The Apple Tree Gang is an independent group not directly
affiliated with the Upper Saranac Lake Association.

The Apple Tree Gang
Challenges
Saranac Inn,
Again!

I’ve been coming to Upper Saranac Lake since I met Les in
1987 and he welcomed me into his family’s cherished summer
residence they bought at the 1964 auction of Sekon, which was
formerly the family estate of the Seligman family. After relocating
to Hong Kong and then Singapore, we brought our children,
Mikayla and John back every summer so they could experience
the lake and come to feel a connection to America. We now

winter in Massapequa Park, NY and continue
to enjoy summers boating, golfing, hiking and
catching up with dear friends on the lake. It
has always been that sense of community and
friendship that has made this such a special
place to our family.

New USLA Board Member:

Carleen Menkes, Zone 11 Chair

https://www.uppersaranac.com
mailto:uslascholarships@gmail.com
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Environmental Committee
Larry Nashett, Chair

Part I
According to the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency

(USEPA), millions of single use and rechargeable batteries are
bought, used, recycled or placed in the trash each year. 1

Batteries are built with various mixtures of chemical elements to
meet diverse power and performance needs. Many batteries
contain heavy metals like mercury, lead, cadmium, nickel and
silver. These metals can threaten human health and the
environment if they’re not managed properly at the end of their
service life. 1

Some batteries contain materials such as cobalt, lithium and
graphite that are considered critical minerals by the United
States Geological Survey. Critical minerals are economically
and strategically important to the United States, and there are
no easy substitutes for them. Every effort should be made to
recycle and recover these materials to ensure they will be
available in the future. 1

The waste management option to use at the end of a battery’s life
depends on the materials used in its manufacture.1

Undoubtedly, most of you have seen the “no trash” symbol on
many electronic items and individual batteries. According to The
Salinas Valley Solid Waste Authority, in Salinas, CA
(https://svswa.org/what-does-the-no-trash-symbol-mean/). “The

“no trash” symbol is an indication of a special
category of hazardous waste called Universal
Waste… Items in this category include
fluorescent and halide light bulbs, pesticides,
mercury thermometers and thermostats,
household batteries, automotive/marine

batteries, and lithium-ion batteries to name a few… Other
products with hidden batteries are things like shoes that light up,
singing and light up birthday cards, and singing balloons…
[P]lease remember to dispose of universal waste properly...” 2

Last year the Upper Saranac Lake Association’s Environmental
Committee collected spent alkaline batteries at a
USLA meeting for recycling. A TerraCycle Zero
Waste box was purchased for $186.00. That price
pays for the recycling service and for shipping the
container back to the TerraCycle Waste
Management Company in Trenton, New Jersey.
The box measures 11” x 11” x 20”. It is only about half full now,
and already weighs over 14.5 pounds!

The USLA Environmental Committee will have its TerraCycle
Zero Waste box at membership meetings in 2022, so bring your

dead batteries for recycling. Please bring only non-
rechargeable, spent, alkaline batteries that are used
in portable electronic devices. Do not bring
rechargeable lithium-ion batteries, or any battery
used to power a device not classified as a portable
electronic device.

Please tape the ends of the batteries to prevent current
transfer. “Even batteries with a small voltage like commonly used
AA and AAA alkaline batteries can start a fire under the right

conditions. If the negative and positive posts of the batteries
come in contact with something metal, heat
begins to build. If this heat is confined … and it
can’t dissipate, … [it] will eventually get hot
enough to ignite surrounding materials. This can
happen easily, for example if a penny touches the
uncovered end of a 9V battery, or if a paper clip
or other common metal object comes in contact with more than
one AA battery.”2

Some good news is that in 1996, the Mercury-Containing
and Rechargeable Battery Management Act was signed into law
here in the US. This law phased out the use of mercury in
alkaline batteries, and, except in California, small quantities
may now be safely disposed of in the trash. However, it is far
better to recycle them. So, now that we’ve found a solution for
recycling alkaline batteries with TerraCycle’s Zero Waste box,
what should you do with all the other types of batteries that we
use on a daily basis?

Although the NYS Electronic Equipment Recycling and Reuse
Act3 requires manufacturers to provide free recycling of electronic
waste, this often entails taking the spent electronic items to points
of sale, collection events or the use of ship-back programs.

While researching this article, the Environmental Committee
has learned of two other companies that provide convenient means
of disposal for a much wider variety of batteries. One of these is
known “The Big Green Box”, and the other is from “Battery
Solutions”. Your Environmental Committee is looking into them as
potential demonstration projects for Summer, 2022

Part II
A company called “Big Green Box” and its affiliated industries

specialize in recycling every type of battery, from
large format industrial batteries to electric vehicle
batteries, to small household batteries. The
company advertises that it uses the best practices
for battery recycling. In addition to supporting
businesses and corporate clients, Big Green Box
attempts to facilitate everyone’s participation in safe and
responsible battery recycling. See https://biggreenbox.com/pages/
our-story.

Acceptable Materials:
• Alkaline Batteries
• Nickel Cadmium Batteries (NiCd)
• Nickel-Metal Hydride Batteries (NiMH)
• Some Lithium-Ion Batteries
• Some Lithium Metal batteries
• Non-Spillable Lead Acid (weigh less than 11 Lbs. each)
• Silver Oxide
• Carbon Zinc
• Some Portable Electronics

Batteries Dead?

https://www.uppersaranac.com
https://svswa.org/what-does-the-no-trash-symbol-mean/
https://biggreenbox.com/pages/our-story
https://biggreenbox.com/pages/our-story


Single Use Batteries
Type Use and Description Disposal

Alkaline and Zinc-
Carbon

These common everyday
batteries can be used in products
such as alarm clocks, calculators,
flashlights, TV remote controls,
radios, remote-control products,
children’s toys and other items.

For example, some common
alkaline and zinc-carbon batteries
include 9 Volt, AA, AAA, C, D and
some button cells.

Some reclamation companies recycle
these batteries; check with your local or
state solid waste authority for
management options. In most
communities, alkaline and zinc carbon
batteries can be safely put in your
household trash.

EPA recommendation: send used
alkaline and zinc carbon batteries to
battery recyclers or check with your
local or state solid waste authority.

Button-Cell or Coin

These small, round batteries
have historically contained silver,
cadmium, mercury or other heavy
metals as their main component.

Today, the majority are made of
lithium metal. These batteries are
commonly used in products such
as watches, hearing aids, car
keyless entry remotes, medical
devices and calculators.

Button-cell or coin batteries can be a
potential swallowing hazard; store them
out of the reach of young children.

Management requirements are based on
the battery’s chemistry. They can be
brought to specialized battery recyclers,
participating retailers that provide battery
takeback services or local household
hazardous waste collection programs.

Lithium Single-Use

These common batteries are
made with lithium (Li) metal and
are single-use and non-
rechargeable

They are used in products such
as cameras, watches, remote
controls, handheld games and
smoke detectors.

These batteries may be difficult to
distinguish from common alkaline
batteries, but may also have
specialized shapes for specific
equipment, such as some types
of cameras and calculators.

Contact the manufacturer or local solid
waste authority for additional
management options.
Handling precautions: Place each
battery in separate plastic bags or place
non-conductive tape (e.g., electrical
tape) over the battery’s terminals or
around the entire button. A lithium
battery may spark and cause fires if
damaged or the terminal ends touch. If
the battery becomes damaged, contact
the manufacturer for specific handling
information.
EPA recommendation: Check for the
word “lithium” marked on the battery.
Do not put button-cell, coin, or
lithium single use batteries in the
trash or municipal recycling bins.
Find a recycling location near you:

Lithium single-use
Button-cell or coin

Rechargeable Batteries

Type Use and Description Disposal

These batteries are typically Removable batteries: Removable

Nickel Cadmium (Ni-
Cd)

used in cordless power tools,
cordless phones, digital and
video cameras, two-way radios,
bio-medical equipment and video
cameras.

They may look like single-use
AA, AAA or other alkaline
batteries or a battery pack
shaped for specific tools.

rechargeable batteries can be brought to
specialized battery recyclers,
participating retailers that provide battery
takeback services, or local household
hazardous waste collection programs

Contact the manufacturer or your local
household waste authority for other
management options.

Non-removable batteries contained in
electronic devices: Entire devices can
be brought to certified electronics
recyclers, participating retailers that
provide electronics takeback services, or
local electronics or household hazardous
waste collection programs.

Handling precautions: Place each
battery in a separate plastic bag or place
non-conductive tape (e.g., electrical
tape) over the battery’s terminals.

Handle any damaged battery with care
and appropriate personal protective
equipment. If a lithium-ion battery
becomes damaged, contact the battery
or device manufacturer for specific
handling information.

EPA recommendation: Look for labels
identifying battery chemistry. Do not
put rechargeable batteries in the
trash or municipal recycling bins.
Find a recycling location near you

Lithium-Ion (Li-ion) Commonly found in older
cellphones, power tools, digital
cameras, laptops, children’s
toys, e-cigarettes, small and
large appliances, tablets and e-
readers.

Some Li-ion batteries are not
easily removed from the product
and can become problematic as
a fire hazard if they are broken,
bent or crushed.

Nickel Metal Hydride
Ni-MH

Commonly found in cellphones,
cordless power tools, digital
cameras and two-way radios.

Nickel-Zinc (Ni-Zn) Commonly found in digital
cameras, wireless keyboards
and small electronics.

Small-Sealed Lead
Acid (Pb)

Commonly found in mobility
scooters, children’s toy cars,
emergency lighting and hospital
equipment. Also used for backup
power in residential landline
phones and uninterruptable
power supplies for computers.

Single Use Batteries
Type Use and Description Disposal

Alkaline and Zinc-
Carbon

These common everyday
batteries can be used in products
such as alarm clocks, calculators,
flashlights, TV remote controls,
radios, remote-control products,
children’s toys and other items.

For example, some common
alkaline and zinc-carbon batteries
include 9 Volt, AA, AAA, C, D and
some button cells.

Some reclamation companies recycle
these batteries; check with your local or
state solid waste authority for
management options. In most
communities, alkaline and zinc carbon
batteries can be safely put in your
household trash.

EPA recommendation: send used
alkaline and zinc carbon batteries to
battery recyclers or check with your
local or state solid waste authority.

Button-Cell or Coin

These small, round batteries
have historically contained silver,
cadmium, mercury or other heavy
metals as their main component.

Today, the majority are made of
lithium metal. These batteries are
commonly used in products such
as watches, hearing aids, car
keyless entry remotes, medical
devices and calculators.

Button-cell or coin batteries can be a
potential swallowing hazard; store them
out of the reach of young children.

Management requirements are based on
the battery’s chemistry. They can be
brought to specialized battery recyclers,
participating retailers that provide battery
takeback services or local household
hazardous waste collection programs.

Lithium Single-Use

These common batteries are
made with lithium (Li) metal and
are single-use and non-
rechargeable

They are used in products such
as cameras, watches, remote
controls, handheld games and
smoke detectors.

These batteries may be difficult to
distinguish from common alkaline
batteries, but may also have
specialized shapes for specific
equipment, such as some types
of cameras and calculators.

Contact the manufacturer or local solid
waste authority for additional
management options.
Handling precautions: Place each
battery in separate plastic bags or place
non-conductive tape (e.g., electrical
tape) over the battery’s terminals or
around the entire button. A lithium
battery may spark and cause fires if
damaged or the terminal ends touch. If
the battery becomes damaged, contact
the manufacturer for specific handling
information.
EPA recommendation: Check for the
word “lithium” marked on the battery.
Do not put button-cell, coin, or
lithium single use batteries in the
trash or municipal recycling bins.
Find a recycling location near you:

Lithium single-use
Button-cell or coin

Rechargeable Batteries

Type Use and Description Disposal

These batteries are typically Removable batteries: Removable

Nickel Cadmium (Ni-
Cd)

used in cordless power tools,
cordless phones, digital and
video cameras, two-way radios,
bio-medical equipment and video
cameras.

They may look like single-use
AA, AAA or other alkaline
batteries or a battery pack
shaped for specific tools.

rechargeable batteries can be brought to
specialized battery recyclers,
participating retailers that provide battery
takeback services, or local household
hazardous waste collection programs

Contact the manufacturer or your local
household waste authority for other
management options.

Non-removable batteries contained in
electronic devices: Entire devices can
be brought to certified electronics
recyclers, participating retailers that
provide electronics takeback services, or
local electronics or household hazardous
waste collection programs.

Handling precautions: Place each
battery in a separate plastic bag or place
non-conductive tape (e.g., electrical
tape) over the battery’s terminals.

Handle any damaged battery with care
and appropriate personal protective
equipment. If a lithium-ion battery
becomes damaged, contact the battery
or device manufacturer for specific
handling information.

EPA recommendation: Look for labels
identifying battery chemistry. Do not
put rechargeable batteries in the
trash or municipal recycling bins.
Find a recycling location near you

Lithium-Ion (Li-ion) Commonly found in older
cellphones, power tools, digital
cameras, laptops, children’s
toys, e-cigarettes, small and
large appliances, tablets and e-
readers.

Some Li-ion batteries are not
easily removed from the product
and can become problematic as
a fire hazard if they are broken,
bent or crushed.

Nickel Metal Hydride
Ni-MH

Commonly found in cellphones,
cordless power tools, digital
cameras and two-way radios.

Nickel-Zinc (Ni-Zn) Commonly found in digital
cameras, wireless keyboards
and small electronics.

Small-Sealed Lead
Acid (Pb)

Commonly found in mobility
scooters, children’s toy cars,
emergency lighting and hospital
equipment. Also used for backup
power in residential landline
phones and uninterruptable
power supplies for computers.
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Cost for this box with a weight capacity of 43 lbs. and
dimensions measuring 12” wide x 11” long x 8” high is $65.00.

Another company, called “Battery Solutions”, advertises its
commitment “to recycling every possible material from every
battery.” It has turned hybrid vehicle and electric vehicle battery

shells into wildlife habitats to shelter migrating
ducks and to serve as structured hive
environments for threatened bee populations. It
restores broken and discarded cell phones, tablets
and accessories into useful electronic devices. It
offers tours and education programs at its

facilities to promote battery recycling. See https://
batterysolutions.com/about-us/commitment-to-sustainability/.

Acceptable Materials:
• Alkaline Batteries
• Zinc Carbon Batteries
• Nickel Cadmium Batteries (NiCd)
• Nickel Metal Hydride Batteries (NiMH)
• Lithium-Ion Batteries
• Lithium Primary
• Mercury Batteries
• Silver Oxide
• Button Cells
• Lead Acid – Non-Spillable
• Small Electronics (cellphones, tablets, wireless headphones
and earbuds, smart watches, activity trackers,
power tools, etc.)

Cost for this pail with a weight capacity of 35 lbs. and
dimensions measuring 9.25ʺ wide x 9.25ʺ high is $74.95. You may
decide to purchase one of these convenient recycling containers on
your own, while the USLA Environmental Committee considers
how to move forward. Waste batteries can always be recycled or
taken to household hazardous waste collection points.

In the meantime, the following tables, from the USEPA can
inform you how to manage spent batteries safely.

1 United States Environmental Protection Agency
https://www.epa.gov/recycle/used-household-batteries

2 Salinas Valley Solid Waste Authority, Main Office 128 Sun St.
Suite 101, Salinas, CA 93901.
https://svswa.org/what-does-the-no-trash-symbol-mean/

3 New York State Department of Environmental Conservation
Division of Materials Management Bureau of Waste Reduction and
Recycling

Batteries
Continued from page 6

https://search.earth911.com/?what=Lithium+Batteries
https://search.earth911.com/?what=Button+Cell+Batteries
https://www.epa.gov/smm-electronics/certified-electronics-recyclers
https://search.earth911.com/?what=household+hazardous+waste
https://search.earth911.com/?what=household+hazardous+waste
https://www.uppersaranac.com
https://batterysolutions.com/about-us/commitment-to-sustainability/
https://batterysolutions.com/about-us/commitment-to-sustainability/


8

The USLA Mailboat May 2022

www.uppersaranac.com

USLA Calendar 2022
July 1–31 Virtual Fishing Derby Details on the USLA website

July 4 Wooden Boat Parade TBA
July 9 USLA Member Meeting 9 am Wild Center
July 21 USLA at the

Wild Center Cookout 5 pm Wild Center Tent
July 23 Outdoor Open Level Yoga 9 am Young Life
July 25 Golf Scramble 10:30 am Saranac Inn Golf Course
July 30 Zone 2 Gathering 4–6 pm TBA
August 6 Jazz Concert 4 pm Church of the Ascension
August 13 USLA Annual

Membership Meeting 9 am Wild Center
August 17 Great Camp Eagle Island Tour 10 am Eagle Island

Details for all events are elsewhere in this Mailboat or will be sent in the summer enewsletter.

The Upper Saranac Foundation (USF) has been preparing all
winter for the 2022 season. Now that lake and boating season is
upon us, we’re ready for action — here is what you can expect from
USF this year.USF is excited to announce the creation of a new USF
Aquatic Invasive Dive Team. Invasive milfoil management will
continue throughout the expanded Upper Saranac Watershed.
Unlike in the past when this service was contracted out to an
independent company, USF will be taking over management
operations. In addition, USF’s employed and experienced divers
will extend our past successes and hand harvesting knowledge to
other water bodies in the Tri-Lakes region.

USF will continue our focus on prevention of new AIS
introductions. USF and our boat launch owner partners will be
implementing Watercraft Launching Guidelines, which emphasize
the importance of encouraging watercraft users to meet the
CLEANED, DRAINED AND DRIED standard of protection
before arriving to the Upper Saranac Lake area. These guidelines
are available electronically on USF’s website for the purpose of
distributing to friends, guests, and other visitors.

Starting on Memorial Day, numerous Adirondack Watershed
Steward Inspection and Decontamination Stations will be open
throughout the Adirondacks. Locations and hours can be found at
adkcleanboats.com. Watershed Stewards are available to provide
inspections and decontaminations, free of charge.

We are also working with the Adirondack Watershed Institute to
monitor water quality. Seven tributaries, the main lake, and the
lake’s outlet are periodically tested. The Environmental Monitoring
Platform is again deployed, providing real time meteorological and
valuable physical, chemical, and biological characteristics of the
lake. This data is analyzed to have a better understanding of the
effects of human activities on the watershed in an effort to guide
lake management decisions. Data and a live camera feed are
accessible on our website.

For additional information on USF’s role in protecting the
watershed and to access data from the Environmental Monitoring
Platform, visit the USF web page — better yet, subscribe to our
weekly newsfeed by entering your email address on our homepage:
usfoundaton.net.

https://www.uppersaranac.com
https://usfoundation.net/
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USLA Store
Ron Otten

You can also purchase merchandise from the
USLA Store at the Summer Upper Saranac Lake
Association meetings. All proceeds from your
purchases will go to provide scholarships to
seniors at Saranac Lake and Tupper Lake
Central Schools.

Mary Menkes
MENKES, Mary of Massapequa, NY passed away peacefully

at home on December 7, 2021 in the company of her loved ones.
Born on January 20, 1928 in Astoria, Mary grew up in Laurelton,
New York. After graduating from Andrew Jackson High School,
she worked her way through Hofstra University, where she met
the love of her life, Ernie. Mary’s career in publishing started and
ended at Doubleday where she was promoted several times and
always relished her office overlooking the ice-skating rink at
Rockefeller Center. She and Ernie moved to Massapequa in
1957. Mary had a love of travel with an extensive list of journeys,
visiting many countries in South America, Europe and Asia.
Later in life she caught the golf bug and became an avid, and
accomplished, player. She also had many fond memories of her
summers at her second home in the Adirondacks called “Sekon”.
She would summer there with her children while Ernie would
run the family printing business and commute up on weekends.
This forced her to become adept at baiting fishing hooks, pulling
water skiers and making fires. Mary is pre-deceased by her
loving husband Ernie, and her first son Philip, as well as her
brother Jack Hodgkins and sister-in-law Francis Hodgkins. She
was the cherished and adored “Mimi” to her grandchildren,
Mikayla Jade and John Carter Menkes. She is survived by her
second son, Leslie and her beloved daughter-in-law Carleen, as
well as her loyal companion, Jaqi the Cavalier King Charles
Spaniel (who will miss her terribly). She is also survived by her
daughter-in-law, Tera Reese.

Betty Hewel
Marie Elizabeth “Betty” Hewel passed away on Saturday,

February 26, 2022, in Denver, Colorado at the age of 94. She was

born in Houston, Texas on July 28th, 1927 to Wilhelmina
Kenyon Blayney and John Mcclusky Blayney.

Betty moved from Texas to Long Island, NY at a young age
and graduated from Jamaica High School. It was also where she
met her husband, David Hewel. She graduated from The State
University of New York at Cortland with a degree in Physical
Education. Betty and David married in December of 1947.

They resided in Pearl River, NY where she taught Physical
Education and in 1956 moved to Lawrence Township, New
Jersey. She worked for the Mercer County Girl Scout Council
before teaching Physical Education in the Princeton Regional
School System. In 2008, she was inducted into the Princeton
High School Athletic Hall of Fame for her many years of
coaching field hockey and lacrosse.

After retiring, they moved to Sunset Beach, NC and spent many
happy years there. She was active in the women’s golf leagues and
the Power Squadron. In the summer she stayed at her camp on
Upper Saranac Lake in the Adirondacks, a place she loved more
than anywhere else. She was very active in the Upper Saranac Lake
community, serving on the Chapel Island Committee and piloting
the Chapel Bound for Sunday services. She taught Boat Safety
classes for many years. At her camp she welcomed all and taught
countless people to water ski, canoe and sail.

Betty was predeceased by her husband, David. She is survived
by her daughter, Barbara Conover, her son, Thomas Hewel
(Claudia), and her daughter Beth Howell (Randall). She is also
survived by her 6 grandchildren. She leaves 6 great grandchildren.

A celebration of life will be held July 30th in the Adirondacks.
Gifts in her memory may be sent to Chapel Island, PO Box 71,
Saranac Lake, NY 12983.

In Memoriam

USLA Store merchandise is currently available online and can be delivered to your
home. Limited quantities of lake related merchandise will be available for order from
the Village Mercantile in Saranac Lake. Items can be purchased online by going to the
Upper Saranac Lake Association website and using the "Store" tab which will direct
you to the Village Mercantile website.

You can also go directly to the Village Mercantile website,
https://villagemerc.com, click on the “Shop” tab and then USLA Scholarship Fund.
Two of the newer items available in the store are shown in the adjacent photos.

https://www.uppersaranac.com
https://villagemerc.com
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Virtual Fishing Derby
July 1–31

The perfect activity for all ages, the derby is back with adult and
youth divisions. Adults will vie to see who can land the longest
bass, lake trout and northern pike. Youth (ages 15 and under) will
compete in the categories of bass, yellow perch and sunfish. Be sure
to have a camera and a measuring device with you to document
your catch. Then post it on the USLA website. Full contest entry
details can be found at: www.uppersaranac.com (No advance
registration required for this event.)

Outdoor Open Level Yoga
Sat. July 23, 9 a.m (Rain date: July 24)
Young Life Camp, 4014 State Rt. 30

Open to everyone from curious beginners to prenatal to
advanced - ages 12+ - looking to relax, stretch, breathe and enjoy
being outside at our beautiful lake! Bring a yoga mat or a beach
towel and get ready to tap into your inner calm and strengthen
mind and body. Use the parking lot to the
south of the main camp entrance and meet
on the lawn by the water. Certified yoga
instructor Ellen Bonheim (zone 7 chair)
leads this 60-minute class. Register by July
20 and complete a waiver at www.uppersaranac.com Waivers will
also be available onsite. (Class limit: 30)

Jazz Concert followed byWine and Cheese
Sat. Aug 6–4 p.m.
Church of the Ascension, 80 County Rt. 46, Saranac Lake

The beautiful, iconic 1884 log church originally founded as a

chapel for the Saranac Inn is the setting for this festive
outing. Tap your toes as you’re entertained by one of
the most popular bands in the area, “A Moment’s
Notice.” Afterward, enjoy wine and cheese under a
tent on the lawn. Register by July 29 at
www.uppersaranac.com (Limit: 100)

Great Camp Eagle Island Tour w/ Box Lunch
Wed. Aug 17, 10 a.m.–1:00 p.m.

Travel through the history of Great Camp Eagle Island, from its
signature Coulter architecture to life during Morton and Graves

times to 70 Girl Scout years to its present.
Move from one presentation to another with
a USLA catered box lunch to follow at 12:15.
Children of all ages are welcome. Meet at
Gilpin Bay at 9:45 for boat transport to the
island. Transport back to Gilpin Bay at 1:00.

For those who would like an optional camp tour and extended time
on the island, a second transport will be offered at 2:00. Register by
August 10 and complete a waiver at www.uppersaranac.com
Waivers will also be available onsite. (Limit: 40)

Please note:
USLA has transitioned to online registration. Should you

encounter difficulty, please contact usla@uppersaranac.com
Events are a benefit of USLA membership. If you haven’t yet

joined or renewed for 2022, now’s the time!

Registration Open for Summer Events
Sally Ward, Cultural Affairs

Please, 2017

We took it out at Ed’s beach, and I ordered a new propeller from
Charlie Keough, who had licensed the Boat NY 6969 DH. I think
he and his wife were saving that number for me although Mrs.
Keough denied it.

The following week I installed and varnished the deck. Trying to
launch the Please on Ed’s beach after a week of dry weather, I got
thoroughly stuck. Fortunately the winch on the jeep pulled me out,
and we launched it in Back Bay on the steel ramps, which proved
surprisingly effective. Reverend Charlie Sheerin Christened it, and
I took my oldest brother, who had come home unexpectedly before
shipping out to Viet Nam, for the first ski. Of course, I had no idea
how fast I was going, and my brother afterwards said he was too
afraid to let go of the tow rope handle to signal me to slow down.
He survives to this day.

Over the course of the rest of the summer, I discovered (1) the
gas tank was faulty, (2) the steering needed spring tensioners
among other things, (3) the converted automobile transmission
wasn’t any good, (4) the boat leaked like a sieve, and (5) the engine
was six inches too far forward. Nevertheless, for a few glorious
weeks, my friends and I would fire her up with her straight (no
mufflers) 2.5 inch copper exhaust pipes, waking as many neighbors
as we could; and I would slowly take her out beyond the buoys, and
then I would wake up the rest of the lake.

From 1968 to 2002, the Please was held together with rubber
bands and Band-Aids. I used an old Evinrude gas tank my father
found floating in the lake, replaced the transmission moving the

engine back two inches, got a Morse shifter and cables, caulked and
re-caulked the hull to no avail, and eventually with the expertise of
Sam Morgan got the steering to work.

Then in 2002, I took the Please home to Maryland and finished
it. I was retired. Our sons had both graduated from Washington
and Lee University. So I finally had the time, the money, and the
knowhow (almost) to do it right.

In 1968 after the trail run, we were all at Major’s Bar along with
most of the other young people who lived around the lake. Emmy
Drayton, who’s my second cousin once removed, asked me what I
was going to name it. I had no idea. One of my buddies who helped
build it suggested “Ivan-bit-her-teats-off.” Emmy was not
impressed. I said, “Maybe we should call it ‘Please.’” Why Emmy
asked. “Because I’m always saying, “Please start; please don’t stall;
please don’t sink tonight. Please–”

“Yeah, I get it,” said Emmy. “That’s a lot better than what he said.”
There are still times that I have to whisper Please to her.

Still Obsessed at Age 18
Continued from page 4

https://www.uppersaranac.com
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The Government Affairs Committee had a very busy 2021, but
so far 2022 seems a “little” quieter. We suspect it’s more likely the
calm before the next storm. In specific areas, the following
activities have been working their way through the winter months:

Fish Creek Campground: The APA approved the DEC proposal
for improvements to the state’s largest campground including
paving 5 miles of roads, replacing bathhouses and building a new
boat launch ramp. The last item is still in contention because a boat
wash station was not included in the plans. We are not sure when
actual work commences on the property.

Upper Saranac Marina: (nee Hickok’s) After the Town of Santa
Clara approved a new Commercial land use code for marinas in
December, the owners of Upper Saranac Marina have proposed
to the town drawings for their renovation/expansion of the
facility that includes replacement of the current docks with new
covered ones that extend up to 200 feet from the shore and
cleanup of the existing parking lots and grounds. We are sure
discussion of the proposed plan will continue for a while.

Town of Santa Clara Rental Law: The proposal rental law
has been in the draft stage since 2020. The most recent draft
reflects comments from the public and has been presented to
the town board for consideration and approval. The town
board has recommended some changes and the final draft will
need legal approvals. We are sure there will be more discussion
on this law also.

Town of Santa Clara Cannabis Waiver: Last year, the New York
State passed a law to allow the sale of Cannabis at the retail level.
As written, the law allows local municipalities to opt out of the
law’s retail rules. As such, the Town of Santa Clara has opted out of

Government Affairs Committee Action
This Spring
By Larry Koch, Temporary Chair with Dave Powalyk,
Cindy Rosenwald, Neil Kolsky and Lynne Perry

the law allowing Cannabis sales, so no retail establishment for
Cannabis sales or distribution will exist within the town.

The Town of Santa Clara has hired an outside law firm to file suit
against the owners of Camp Iroquois in the north basin. The
objective is to get them to stop renting their property for the
purposes of conducting large scale events including weddings,
parties, etc. The property is zoned for single family housing.

The group Adirondack Action sent a Memorandum of
Understanding to the Town of Santa Clara along with many other
towns within the Adirondack Park asking for town support. The
Memorandum is a pledge to reduce the application of road salt to
de-ice the roads within the town during the winter months. The
objective is to stop salt from encroaching in both the lakes and the
underground water supply. The Memorandum is not binding but
does foster reduced road salt use. The Town board approved and
signed the Memorandum.

The Lot 9 lawsuit against the APA and lot owner is on hold
waiting a judge’s decision. Stay tuned!

There really is a lot going on in our lake area. To keep in touch
with town board activities, go to https://townofsantaclara.com/
subscribe-to-updates/ and sign up to receive email notices when
new information becomes available.

If you would like to get involved in monitoring town law and
regulation activities, we would love to hear from you. We are
looking for a couple of people interested in following activities in
the towns of Santa Clara and Harrietstown that affect USLA
members. Please contact Dean Butts, Nominating Committee
Chair or President Larry Koch via email at:
usla@uppersaranac.com .

Membership Report
Dean Butts, Chair

As of May 1st, USLA had received 82 paid memberships, lower
than normal for this time of the year. On May 6, we mailed a letter
to everyone who has not renewed, or become a new member for
2022.We are hopeful that the letter will encourage a quick response
and we will get on track toward our goal of 556 paid members.

We encourage renewing members and new members alike to
pay the $45 annual dues online via a credit card or PayPal. Go to
www.uppersaranac.com. Click "Renew Your Membership" or
"Become a Member" under the Membership tab. Follow the
directions to complete or update your profile as appropriate. If
creating a user ID and password for the first time, your email as
known to USLA will be your user ID. To create a password, click
"forgot my password" and follow the instructions to create a
password.

If you do not have access to the internet, please call the
Communications Chair at 518-265-5165. USLA will send a
member information form to you and you can return the form
with your check for $45 by regular mail.

Your support of USLA is appreciated.

When the Dots, Bams
and Craks Fly

For those who play, these are the suits on mah jongg tiles. Along
with flowers, winds and jokers, they’re essential to winning this
fast-paced game of chance and skill. A summer mah jongg group
meets for games and conversation on Thursday afternoons at
Saranac Inn Golf Course from June through September. We
welcome mah jongg-playing friends and neighbors to come join
us. If you’re interested, email Patty Koch at:
CopyConcepts.Koch@gmail.com.

Note: The mah jongg group is an independent group not directly
affiliated with the Upper Saranac Lake Association.

https://www.uppersaranac.com
https://townofsantaclara.com/subscribe-to-updates/
https://townofsantaclara.com/subscribe-to-updates/
https://usla@uppersaranac.com
mailto:CopyConcepts.Koch@gmail.com
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